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Hermeneutical Considerations

´7KH ZRUG RI <+:+ WKDW FDPH WR 0LFDK RI 0RUHVKHWK LQ WKH GD\V RI .LQJV -RWKDP�
$KD]� DQG +H]HNLDK RI -XGDK� ZKLFK KH VDZ FRQFHUQLQJ 6DPDULD DQG -HUXVDOHP�µ
6R UHDGV WKH VXSHUVFULSWLRQ WR WKH 0LFDK GRFXPHQW ZLWK LWV VHYHQ FKDSWHUV LQ LWV
+HEUHZ YHUVLRQ LQ ZKDW LV QRZ WKH %RRN RI WKH 7ZHOYH 3URSKHWV� ,W VHHPV WR FODULI\
WKH DXWKRU’V QDPH� RULJLQV� DQG WLPH� DQG QRW OHDVW WKH REMHFW RI KLV SURSKHF\�
7KXV WKH VXSHUVFULSWLRQ GRHV ZKDW RQH H[SHFWV RI VXFK DQ LQWURGXFWLRQ HYHQ LQ
PRGHUQ FROOHFWHG YROXPHV³DQG WKH %RRN RI WKH 7ZHOYH LV D JUHDW FROOHFWLRQ RI
GLIIHUHQW SURSKHWLF ZULWLQJV� ,W GLVWLQJXLVKHV ZKDW LV WR IROORZ IURP WKH RWKHU
GRFXPHQWV DQG DQQRXQFHV WKH DXWKRU DQG WRSLF�� ,Q IDFW� LW KDV EHHQ TXLWH FRP�
PRQ DPRQJ H[HJHWHV WR UHJDUG WKH LQIRUPDWLRQ LQ WKLV VXSHUVFULSWLRQ DV DXWRELR�
JUDSKLFDO� LQDVPXFK DV WKH 0LFDK GRFXPHQW³RU WKH PDMRULW\ RI LW³ZDV WKRXJKW
WR FRQWDLQ WKH ZRUGV RI WKDW SURSKHW 0LFDK ZKR� LQ DFFRUGDQFH ZLWK WKH WLPH
IUDPH WKXV JLYHQ� ZDV VLWXDWHG LQ WKH HLJKWK FHQWXU\ %&(� 6LQFH ZH DUH UHODWLYHO\
ZHOO�LQIRUPHG DERXW WKH ODVW WKLUG RI WKDW FHQWXU\� QRW RQO\ IURP ELEOLFDO WH[WV EXW
DOVR IURP RWKHU DQFLHQW 1HDU (DVWHUQ VRXUFHV� LW VHHPHG DSSURSULDWH WR DVVRFLDWH
0LFDK DQG KLV SURSKHF\ ZLWK WKH HYHQWV RI WKDW SHULRG� 7KLV LV HVSHFLDOO\ WKH FDVH
UHJDUGLQJ WKH H[SDQVLRQ RI WKH 1HR�$VV\ULDQ HPSLUH LQ WKH /HYDQW E\ PHDQV RI D
QXPEHU RI PLOLWDU\ FDPSDLJQV �H�J�� RI WKH $VV\ULDQ NLQJ 6HQQDFKHULE DURXQG ���
%&(�� ,Q IDFW� LW VHHPV WKDW D QXPEHU RI 0LFDK’V VWDWHPHQWV �HVSHFLDOO\ 0LFDK
���²��
� UHIHU WR D VHYHUH PLOLWDU\ WKUHDW�� 7KH PDQ\ VRFLDO�FULWLFDO VWDWHPHQWV LQ
WKH 0LFDK GRFXPHQW OLNHZLVH VXJJHVW WKDW FRQFOXVLRQV FDQ EH GUDZQ IURP 0LFDK’V
ZULWLQJ UHJDUGLQJ VRFLDO FRQGLWLRQV LQ WKH 6RXWKHUQ .LQJGRP LQ WKH ODVW WKLUG RI
WKH HLJKWK FHQWXU\ %&(�� 6SHFLILFDOO\� VRPH RI WKHVH VRFLDO�FULWLFDO VWDWHPHQWV EHDU
VWULNLQJ VLPLODULW\ WR WKRVH RI WKH WZR SURSKHWV RI WKH 1RUWKHUQ .LQJGRP� +RVHD
DQG $PRV� EXW DOVR WR WKH ZRUGV RI WKH SURSKHW RI WKH 6RXWKHUQ .LQJGRP� ,VDLDK³
ZKR LV UHJDUGHG DV QHDUO\ FRQWHPSRUDU\ ZLWK 0LFDK� 7KXV� 0LFDK FDQ EH VHHQ DV
D NLQG RI \RXQJHU FROOHDJXH RU GLVFLSOH RI ,VDLDK� +LV RULJLQV LQ WKH ODQG³0RUH�
VKHWK RI *DWK OLHV LQ WKH VRXWKZHVWHUQ KLOO FRXQWU\ RI -XGDK³KDYH OHG WR H[WHQVLYH
ELRJUDSKLFDO VSHFXODWLRQV DFFRUGLQJ WR ZKLFK 0LFDK PD\ KDYH EHHQ D NLQG RI
YLOODJH HOGHU UHVSRQVLEOH IRU WKH QHHGV RI D IRUPHUO\ IUHH IDUPLQJ SRSXODWLRQ QRZ

� ([WHQVLYHO\ RQ WKLV TXHVWLRQ� %XUNDUG 0� =DSII� ´5üFNVFKOüVVH DXV GHU (QWVWHKXQJ GHU
0LFKDVFKULIW DXI GDV :HUGHQ GHV =ZöOISURSKHWHQEXFKHV�µ LQ +HLQ]�-RVHI )DEU\� HG�� 7KH
%RRN RI WKH 7ZHOYH� 0LQRU 3URSKHWV—0DMRU 7KHRORJLHV �/HXYHQ� 3HHWHUV� ������ ��²���� %XU�
NDUG 0� =DSII� ´:K\ LV 0LFDK 6LPLODU WR ,VDLDK?µ Z$W ��� ������� ���²���

� $FFRUGLQJ WR %MöUQ &RU]LOLXV� 0LFKDV 5äWVHO� (LQH 8QWHUVXFKXQJ ]XU .RPSRVLWLRQVJHVFKLFKWH
GHV 0LFKDEXFKHV� %=$: ��� �%HUOLQ DQG %RVWRQ� GH *UX\WHU� ������ ���� WKLV SRHP DERXW
WKH FLWLHV LV SUREDEO\ DVVRFLDWHG ZLWK 6HQQDFKHULE’V FDPSDLJQ�

� 7KXV� H�J�� 5DLQHU $OEHUW]� 5HOLJLRQVJHVFKLFKWH ,VUDHOV LQ DOWWHVWDPHQWOLFKHU ZHLW �� $7'6XS
��� �*öWWLQJHQ� 9DQGHQKRHFN & 5XSUHFKW� ������ ���²���
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+HUPHQHXWLFDO &RQVLGHUDWLRQV ��

H[SORLWHG E\ D JUHHG\ XSSHU FODVV�� 7KXV WKH HLJKWK�FHQWXU\ 0LFDK EHFDPH� DQDOR�
JRXVO\ WR KLV FROOHDJXHV RI WKH 1RUWKHUQ .LQJGRP $PRV DQG +RVHD DQG LQ FRPSD�
Q\ ZLWK WKH 6RXWKHUQ .LQJGRP SURSKHW ,VDLDK� WKH VRFLDO�FULWLFDO SURSKHW RI WKH
6RXWKHUQ .LQJGRP LQ WKH HLJKWK FHQWXU\ %&( DQG³WKXV³D YRLFH RI <+:+� ZKR
GHVLUHG MXVWLFH DQG ULJKWHRXVQHVV� +RZHYHU� ZKLFK ZRUGV RI WKH 0LFDK GRFXPHQW
PD\ DFWXDOO\ EH DVFULEHG WR WKH KLVWRULFDO 0LFDK LV D TXHVWLRQ PRUH DQG PRUH
KRWO\ GLVSXWHG DPRQJ VFKRODUV� DV LQ WKH FDVH RI WKH RWKHU SURSKHWLF ERRNV DQG
ZULWLQJV DVVRFLDWHG ZLWK SURSKHWLF ILJXUHV LQ WKH HLJKWK FHQWXU\ %&(� 7KH SRVLWLRQ
RI %HUQKDUG 6WDGH DFTXLUHG D SRZHUIXO LQIOXHQFH� DW OHDVW LQ *HUPDQ�ODQJXDJH
VFKRODUVKLS� +H GHQLHG WKDW WKH ZKROH VHFRQG SDUW RI WKH 0LFDK GRFXPHQW �0LFDK
�²�� FDPH IURP WKH HLJKWK�FHQWXU\ SURSKHW�� 7KLV LV LQ FRQWUDGLVWLQFWLRQ WR ODUJH
SDUWV RI (QJOLVK�ODQJXDJH VFKRODUVKLS WKDW WULHG� DQG VWLOO WU\� WR DOORW WKRVH SDUWV
RI WKH ERRN WR WKH HLJKWK�FHQWXU\ SURSKHW�� $ PLGGOH SRVLWLRQ ZDV DGRSWHG E\
WKRVH H[HJHWHV ZKR ZDQWHG WR DVFULEH DW OHDVW 0LFDK �²� WR DQ DQRQ\PRXV SUR�
SKHWLF ILJXUH� D ´'HXWHUR�0LFDK�µ RULJLQDOO\ GZHOOLQJ LQ WKH 1RUWKHUQ .LQJGRP�
ZKRVH SURSKHF\ ZDV ODWHU MRLQHG WR WKDW RI WKH 6RXWKHUQ .LQJGRP SURSKHW 0LFDK
IURP WKH HLJKWK FHQWXU\ %&(�

7KH IXQGDPHQWDO SUREOHP IRU VXFK DQ LQWHUSUHWDWLRQ RI WKH 0LFDK GRFXPHQW OLHV
LQ WKH HYDOXDWLRQ RI WKH VXSHUVFULSWLRQ� ZKLFK KDV EHHQ DQG VWLOO LV UHJDUGHG DOPRVW
DV D PDWWHU RI FRXUVH DV FRQWDLQLQJ UHOLDEOH KLVWRULFDO LQIRUPDWLRQ� ,W LV VWULNLQJ�
WKRXJK� WKDW WKH VXSHUVFULSWLRQ QRW RQO\ GHOLPLWV WKH 0LFDK GRFXPHQW DV D VHSDUDWH
HQWLW\ ZLWKLQ WKH %RRN RI WKH 7ZHOYH� LQDVPXFK DV LW DWWULEXWHV ZKDW IROORZV WR D VLQ�
JOH SURSKHW QDPHG0LFDK IURP0RUHVKHWK� EXW DOVR SODFHV WKHVH ZRUGV LQ WKH FRQWH[W
RI RWKHU ZULWLQJV LQ WKH %RRN RI WKH 7ZHOYH³HVSHFLDOO\ +RVHD DQG $PRV�� LQ VR GRLQJ
LW IXOILOOV WKH UROH SURSHU WR D VXSHUVFULSWLRQ ZLWKLQ D FROOHFWHG ZRUN� $FFRUGLQJO\ LW
VHHPV WKDW0LFDK LV ERWK D \RXQJHU FRQWHPSRUDU\ RI +RVHD� WKH SURSKHW RI WKH1RUWK�
HUQ .LQJGRP� DQG DOVR³DW OHDVW IURP D FKURQRORJLFDO VWDQGSRLQW³D GLVFLSOH RI $PRV�
$W WKH VDPH WLPH WKH GDWH RI KLV DSSHDUDQFH LV DOPRVW H[DFWO\ FRQJUXHQW ZLWK WKDW RI
,VDLDK �,VD ����� VR WKDW 0LFDK LV DOVR DQ H[DFW� WKRXJK VRPHZKDW \RXQJHU� FRQWHPSR�
UDU\ RI ,VDLDK� 0RUHRYHU� WKH OLVW RI NLQJV UHYHDOV 'HXWHURQRPLVWLF IHDWXUHV DQG VHHPV
WR EH RULHQWHG WR WKH UR\DO OLVW LQ WKH 'HXWHURQRPLVWLF +LVWRU\� ,Q DGGLWLRQ� 0LFDK’V
SUHDFKLQJ³OLNH WKDW RI +RVHD DQG =HSKDQLDK³LV GHVFULEHG DV ´WKH ZRUG RI <+:+�µ
ZKLFK UHYHDOV DQRWKHU FRPPRQ IHDWXUH� WKDW LV� WKH VXSHUVFULSWLRQ RI 0LFDK GRHV QRW
RQO\ GHOLPLW� EXW DOVR OLQNV� 7KXV D UHDGLQJ RI WKH VXSHUVFULSWLRQ DV SXUHO\ ELRJUDSKL�
FDO LQIRUPDWLRQ LV WRR QDUURZ LQDVPXFK DV� E\ DOO DSSHDUDQFHV� ZH DUH GHDOLQJ ZLWK D
VXSHUVFULSWLRQ WKDW� DW OHDVW LQ LWV SUHVHQW IRUP� LV UHODWLYHO\ ODWH� 6R WKH TXHVWLRQ DULV�
HV ZKHWKHU WKHUH ZLOO DOVR EH WUDFHV RI WKH LPSOLHG FRUUHVSRQGHQFH DPRQJ 0LFDK�
$PRV� DQG+RVHD LQ WKH FRQWHQW RI WKH0LFDK GRFXPHQW’V PHVVDJH� 7KDW LQ WXUQ UDLVHV
WKH TXHVWLRQ ZKHWKHU SDUWV RI WKH 0LFDK GRFXPHQW DUH DQ HFKR RI WKH SUHDFKLQJ RI

� +DQV :DOWHU :ROII� 'RGHNDSURSKHWRQ 4� 0LFKD� %.$7 ���� �1HXNLUFKHQ�9OX\Q� 1HXNLUFK�
HQHU 9HUODJ� ������ [Y�

� %HUQKDUG 6WDGH� ´%HPHUNXQJHQ üEHU GDV %XFK 0LFKD�µ Z$W � ������� ���²���
� (�J�� %UXFH .� :DOWNH� $ &RPPHQWDU\ RQ 0LFDK �*UDQG 5DSLGV� (HUGPDQV� ������ �²���
� $ UHFHQW DQG H[WHQVLYH GHVFULSWLRQ RI WKLV SKHQRPHQRQ LV WKDW RI $DURQ 6FKDUW� 'LH

(QWVWHKXQJ GHV ZZöOISURSKHWHQEXFKHV� 1HXEHDUEHLWXQJHQ YRQ $PRV LP 5DKPHQ VFKULIWüEHUJUH�
LIHQGHU 5HGDNWLRQVSUR]HVVH� %=$: ��� �%HUOLQ DQG 1HZ <RUN� :DOWHU GH *UX\WHU� ������
��²���
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Correlations
with Hosea,

Amos, and
Isaiah

�� ,QWURGXFWLRQ WR WKH &RPPHQWDU\

+RVHD DQG $PRV� VR WKDW RQH PD\ ULJKWO\ GHVFULEH WKHP DV DQ H[SUHVVLRQ RI WKH RQH
ZRUG RI <+:+ LQ D SDUWLFXODU WLPH DQG VLWXDWLRQ�

7KH SUHVHQW FRPPHQWDU\ VHHNV WR SXUVXH WKLV OLQH RI LQTXLU\ E\ DWWHQGLQJ WR
FRUUHODWLRQV DQG SDUDOOHOV WKDW WLH WKH 0LFDK GRFXPHQW WR LWV SUHGHFHVVRUV� WKH
ZULWLQJV RI +RVHD DQG $PRV� 7KLV LQWHUSUHWDWLRQ UHVWV LQ ODUJH SDUW RQ WKH REVHUYD�
WLRQV RI UHFHQW VWXGLHV FRQFHUQLQJ WKH RULJLQV RI WKH %RRN RI WKH 7ZHOYH� ZKLFK DUH
DSSOLHG KHUH LQ IUHVK ZD\V�� %\ VWDUWLQJ DJDLQ ZLWK WKH VXSHUVFULSWLRQ ZH ZLOO EH
DEOH WR FRQVLGHU FRUUHVSRQGHQFHV WR ,VDLDK� ,Q SULQFLSOH� RI FRXUVH� LW LV SRVVLEOH
WKDW WKH VLPLODULW\ DQG UHODWHGQHVV RI 0LFDK’V SUHDFKLQJ WR WKDW RI ,VDLDK DUH GXH
WR WKH 0LFDK’V ELRJUDSKLFDO SUR[LPLW\ WR ,VDLDK� +RZHYHU� VKRXOG ZH ILQG FRUUH�
VSRQGHQFHV WKDW UHYHDO VLPXOWDQHRXV OLQNV WR WKH SUHDFKLQJ RI ,VDLDK� +RVHD� DQG
$PRV� ZH ZLOO QHHG WR DVN ZKHWKHU WKLV GRHV QRW UHSUHVHQW D FRQVFLRXV GHSHQGHQFH
LQ WKH IRUP RI VFULEDO HUXGLWLRQ LQWHQGHG WR PDNH 0LFDK FRUUHVSRQG WR WKH WKUHH
SURSKHWV WKXV GHVFULEHG� $GGLWLRQDOO\� WKHUH DUH WH[WV LQ 0LFDK’V SURQRXQFHPHQWV
WKDW DUH RQO\ LQWHOOLJLEOH WR WKRVH ZKR KDYH DOUHDG\ UHDG +RVHD DQG $PRV� ,Q VXFK
FDVHV WKH TXHVWLRQ QDWXUDOO\ DULVHV ZKHWKHU WKH WH[WV LQ TXHVWLRQ HYHU H[LVWHG LQ D
0LFDK GRFXPHQW LQGHSHQGHQW RI D ERRN FRQWDLQLQJ WKH ZRUNV RI VHYHUDO SURSKHWV�
2Q WKDW EDVLV ZH PD\ DVN LQ WXUQ ZKLFK WH[WV ZLWKLQ WKH 0LFDK GRFXPHQW PD\
KDYH H[LVWHG GHYRLG RI WKH SRVLWHG FRQWH[WXDO UHODWLRQVKLS DQG WKXV PLJKW UHDOO\ EH
DWWULEXWHG WR D SURSKHW QDPHG 0LFDK LQ WKH HLJKWK FHQWXU\ %&(� ,Q FRQWUDVW WR D
SULPDULO\ ELRJUDSKLFDO DSSURDFK WKDW DWWHPSWV WR ´UHVFXHµ HYHU\ SRVVLEOH WH[W LQ
WKH 0LFDK GRFXPHQW IRU WKH HLJKWK�FHQWXU\ SURSKHW �LQGHHG� WR ZKDW HQG?� LQ
RUGHU WR GHGXFH IURP WKHP WKH FRQWHPSRUDU\ SROLWLFDO DQG VRFLDO VLWXDWLRQ� WKLV
FRPPHQWDU\ ZLOO WDNH WKH RSSRVLWH DSSURDFK� 2QO\ LQ WKH FDVH RI WH[WV WKDW DUH QRW
UHODWHG WR +RVHD� $PRV� DQG ,VDLDK DQG WKDW� PRUHRYHU� UHYHDO QR H[LOLF RU SRVWH[LOLF
FKDUDFWHU ZLOO ZH FRQVLGHU WKH H[WHQW WR ZKLFK WKH\ PLJKW EH DWWULEXWHG WR WKH
HLJKWK�FHQWXU\ SURSKHW� 6RPH PD\ FRQVLGHU VXFK D SURFHGXUH K\SHUFULWLFDO� EXW
ZKDW LV DW LVVXH KHUH LV RQO\ WKH DSSOLFDWLRQ RI D SULQFLSOH WKDW KDV SURYHG LWVHOI LQ
WKH FDVHV RI RWKHU SURSKHWLF ERRNV VXFK DV ,VDLDK RU $PRV�� $V ZLOO EH GHPRQVWUDWHG�
WKLV LQ QR ZD\ UHSUHVHQWV D PLQLPL]LQJ RI WKH FODLPV RI WKH 0LFDK GRFXPHQW’V
PHVVDJH� RQ WKH FRQWUDU\� LW FRUUHVSRQGV WR WKH WHQGHQF\ DOUHDG\ HYLGHQW LQ WKH
+HEUHZ %LEOH � 2OG 7HVWDPHQW QRW VR PXFK WR LQGLYLGXDOL]H WKH SURSKHWLF PHVVDJH
DV WR UHJDUG LW DV D VLQJOH HQWLW\� FURZQHG LQ WKH 1HZ 7HVWDPHQW H[SUHVVLRQV DERXW
WKH �RQH� PHVVDJH RI DOO WKH SURSKHWV �FI� /XNH ���������

� ([DPSOHV LQFOXGH WKH VWXGLHV RI -DPHV 1RJDOVNL� /LWHUDU\ 3UHFXUVRUV WR WKH %RRN RI WKH
7ZHOYH� %=$: ��� �%HUOLQ DQG 1HZ <RUN� :DOWHU GH *UX\WHU� ������ %XUNDUG 0� =DSII�
5HGDNWLRQVJHVFKLFKWOLFKH 6WXGLHQ ]XP 0LFKDEXFK LP .RQWH[W GHV 'RGHNDSURSKHWRQ� %=$: ���
�%HUOLQ DQG 1HZ <RUN� :DOWHU GH *UX\WHU� ������ 6FKDUW� (QWVWHKXQJ� -DNRE :öKUOH� 'LH
IUüKHQ 6DPPOXQJHQ GHV ZZöOISURSKHWHQEXFKHV� (QWVWHKXQJ XQG .RPSRVLWLRQ� %=$: ��� �%HU�
OLQ DQG 1HZ <RUN� :DOWHU GH *UX\WHU� ������ &RU]LOLXV� 5äWVHO�

� &I�� H�J�� 8ZH %HFNHU� -HVDMD—YRQ GHU %RWVFKDIW ]XP %XFK� )5/$17 ��� �*öWWLQJHQ� 9DQGHQ�
KRHFN & 5XSUHFKW� ������

�� ,Q IDFW� WKLV LV D WHQGHQF\ WKDW ILQGV LWV XQLTXH IRFXV LQ WKH WUDGLWLRQ RI WKH 4X’UDQ�
DFFRUGLQJ WR ZKLFK DOO WKH SURSKHWV EHIRUH 0RKDPPHG EDVLFDOO\ SUHDFKHG RQO\ WKH
VLQJOH PHVVDJH RI WKH XQLW\ DQG XQLTXHQHVV RI *RG� 7KH IXQFWLRQ RI WKDW PHVVDJH ZDV
´WR EH D JXLGH IRU DOO KXPDQNLQG�µ &KULVWIULHG %öWWULFK� %HDWH (JR� DQG )ULHGPDQQ
(LVVOHU� (OLD XQG DQGHUH 3URSKHWHQ LQ -XGHQWXP� &KULVWHQWXP XQG ,VODP �*öWWLQJHQ� 9DQGHQ�
KRHFN & 5XSUHFKW� ������ ����
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7KH 0LFDK 'RFXPHQW LQ WKH %RRN RI WKH 7ZHOYH 3URSKHWV ��

Synchronic Analysis

Textual Basis

7KH EDVLV IRU WKH LQWHUSUHWDWLRQ RI WKH 0LFDK GRFXPHQW RIIHUHG LQ WKLV FRPPHQ�
WDU\ LV WKH 0DVRUHWLF WH[W RI &RGH[ /HQLJUDGHQVLV DV IRXQG LQ FULWLFDO IRUP LQ WKH
%LEOLD +HEUDLFD 6WXWWJDUWHQVLD �%+6� DQG UHFHQWO\� ZLWK DQ H[SDQGHG FULWLFDO DSSDUD�
WXV� LQ WKH IDVFLFOH RI WKH %LEOLD +HEUDLFD 4XLQWD �%+4� FRQWDLQLQJ WKH %RRN RI WKH
7ZHOYH 3URSKHWV� 7KLV WH[W LV RQO\ ´FRUUHFWHGµ ZKHQ LW DSSHDUV QHFHVVDU\ EHFDXVH
RI HYLGHQW WH[WXDO FRUUXSWLRQ RU D 0DVRUHWLF YRFDOL]DWLRQ WKDW VHHPV LPSUREDEOH
LQ OLJKW RI WKH RYHUDOO FRQWH[W�

$V D IXUWKHU WH[WXDO EDVLV DORQJVLGH WKH +HEUHZ WH[W WUDQVPLWWHG DQG LQWHU�
SUHWHG E\ WKH 0DVRUHWHV� ZH ZLOO FRQVLGHU WKH *UHHN WUDQVODWLRQ RI WKH 0LFDK
GRFXPHQW LQ WKH 6HSWXDJLQW �*�� $V D UXOH� WKH FRPPHQWDU\ ZLOO UHIHU WR WKH 5DKOIV
HGLWLRQ ZLWK LWV FULWLFDO DSSDUDWXV� 7KH *UHHN WH[W ZLOO QRW EH DSSOLHG WR ´FRUUHFWµ
SRVVLEOH FRUUXSWLRQV RI WKH +HEUHZ WH[W� EXW ZLOO EH FRQVLGHUHG DV DQ LQGHSHQGHQW
HQWLW\ ZKRVH WUDQVODWLRQ RIIHUV DQ LQWHUSUHWDWLRQ ZLWK LWV RZQ DFFHQWV DQG HPSKD�
VHV� ,Q DGGLWLRQ WR RXU RZQ LQWHUSUHWDWLRQ� ZH ZLOO UHIHU HVSHFLDOO\ WR WKH FRPPHQ�
WDU\ RQ WKH *HUPDQ WUDQVODWLRQ RI * E\ 8W]VFKQHLGHU LQ WKH 6HSWXDJLQWD 'HXWVFK���

&RQVLGHUDWLRQ DQG HYDOXDWLRQ RI * DV DQ LQGHSHQGHQW WUDGLWLRQ DQG LQWHUSUHWDWLRQ
RI WKH 2OG 7HVWDPHQW � +HEUHZ %LEOH LV QRW RQO\ SDUW RI UHFHQW VFKRODUVKLS� EXW LW
LV DQ HFXPHQLFDO GHVLGHUDWXP LQDVPXFK DV VRPH FKXUFKHV JUDQW * �DOVR� FDQRQLFDO
VWDWXV��� 7KH VDPH LV WUXH LQ SULQFLSOH RI WKH 6\ULDF %LEOH� WKH 3HVKLWWD �6�� +HUH ZH
ZLOO XVH WKH WH[W RI &RGH[ $PEURVLDQXV LQ WKH FULWLFDOO\�HGLWHG IDVFLFOH FRQWDLQLQJ
WKH %RRN RI WKH 7ZHOYH 3URSKHWV DQG SXEOLVKHG E\ WKH 3HVKLWWD ,QVWLWXWH RI /HLGHQ�
+RZHYHU� JLYHQ WKH OLPLWHG OHQJWK RI WKLV FRPPHQWDU\ ZH ZLOO FRQVLGHU RQO\ HVSH�
FLDOO\ QRWHZRUWK\ 6\ULDF GHYLDWLRQV IURP WKH +HEUHZ RU *UHHN WH[W�

The Micah Document in the Book of the Twelve Prophets

7KH IDFW WKDW WKH ILUVW UHIHUHQFH LQ WKH %LEOH WR WKH 7ZHOYH 3URSKHWV DV D FRPSOHWH
ZRUN ZLWK D FRPPRQ PHVVDJH �6LU ��������� D FRQYLFWLRQ WKDW LV VXSSRUWHG DOVR E\
DQFLHQW WH[W IUDJPHQWV WKDW WUDQVPLW WKH 7ZHOYH LQ D VLQJOH VFUROO DQG QRW DV

�� +HOPXW 8W]VFKQHLGHU� 0LFKDLDV �0LFKD�� ,Q 0DUWLQ .DUUHU DQG :ROIJDQJ .UDXV� 6HSWXD�
JLQWD 'HXWVFK� (UOäXWHUXQJ XQG .RPPHQWDUH ]XP JULHFKLVFKHQ $OWHQ 7HVWDPHQW ,,: 3VDOPHQ ELV
'DQLHO �6WXWWJDUW� 'HXWVFKH %LEHOJHVHOOVFKDIW� ������ ����²���

�� &RQVLGHU 3RSH %HQHGLFW ;9,’V VSHHFK LQ WKH $XOD 0DJQD RI WKH 8QLYHUVLW\ RI 5HJHQVEXUJ
RQ 7XHVGD\� �� 6HSWHPEHU ����� ´7RGD\ ZH NQRZ WKDW WKH *UHHN WUDQVODWLRQ RI WKH 2OG
7HVWDPHQW SURGXFHG DW $OH[DQGULD³WKH 6HSWXDJLQW³LV PRUH WKDQ D VLPSOH �DQG LQ WKDW
VHQVH UHDOO\ OHVV WKDQ VDWLVIDFWRU\� WUDQVODWLRQ RI WKH +HEUHZ WH[W� LW LV DQ LQGHSHQGHQW
WH[WXDO ZLWQHVV DQG D GLVWLQFW DQG LPSRUWDQW VWHS LQ WKH KLVWRU\ RI UHYHODWLRQ …µ $YDLOD�
EOH DW KWWS���ZZZ�YDWLFDQ�YD�FRQWHQW�EHQHGLFW�[YL�HQ�VSHHFKHV������VHSWHPEHU�
GRFXPHQWV�KI_EHQ�[YL_VSH_��������_XQLYHUVLW\�UHJHQVEXUJ�KWPO� DFFHVVHG � -DQXDU\
�����

�� ´0D\ WKH ERQHV RI WKH 7ZHOYH 3URSKHWV VHQG IRUWK QHZ OLIH IURP ZKHUH WKH\ OLH� IRU
WKH\ FRPIRUWHG WKH SHRSOH RI -DFRE DQG GHOLYHUHG WKHP ZLWK FRQILGHQW KRSH�µ �1569�

Comparison
with the
Septuagint
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Book of the
Twelve

�� ,QWURGXFWLRQ WR WKH &RPPHQWDU\

VHSDUDWH ERRNV� IDYRUV WKH VXSSRVLWLRQ WKDW WKH 0LFDK GRFXPHQW DOVR ZDV PHDQW
WR EH XQGHUVWRRG DQG VKRXOG EH UHJDUGHG QRW DV DQ LQGLYLGXDO HQWLW\ EXW LQ WKH
FRQWH[W RI WKH RWKHU GRFXPHQWV RI WKH 'RGHNDSURSKHWRQ� +RZHYHU� WKHUH LV D SURE�
OHP LQ WKDW WKH RUGHULQJ RI WKH ZULWLQJV LQ WKH +HEUHZ %LEOH LV FOHDUO\ GLIIHUHQW
IURP WKDW DWWHVWHG E\ *�

:KHUHDV LQ WKH 0DVRUHWLF WUDGLWLRQ WKH 0LFDK GRFXPHQW IROORZV WKDW RI -R�
QDK� LQ * LW DSSHDUV LPPHGLDWHO\ DIWHU WKH +RVHD DQG $PRV GRFXPHQWV� 7KHUH
DSSHDU WR EH DW OHDVW WZR UHDVRQV IRU WKH 0DVRUHWLF RUGHU SODFLQJ WKH 0LFDK
ZULWLQJ DIWHU WKDW RI -RQDK� � .JV ����� UHIHUV WR D -RQDK� WKH VRQ RI $PLWWDL� ZLWK
ZKRP WKH SURSKHW LQ WKH -RQDK GRFXPHQW LV LGHQWLILHG LQ -RQDK ���� 7KLV -RQDK�
LQ WXUQ� LV VDLG E\ � .LQJV WR KDYH DSSHDUHG LQ WKH WLPH RI $PD]LDK� NLQJ RI
-XGDK� WKDW LV� LQ WKH ILUVW WKLUG RI WKH HLJKWK FHQWXU\ %&(� ZKHUHDV 0LFDK IURP
0RUHVKHWK FDPH PXFK ODWHU DFFRUGLQJ WR WKH FKURQRORJ\ LQ 0LFDK ���� QDPHO\�
KH SURFODLPHG KLV SURSKHF\ DIWHU ��� %&(� 0RUHRYHU� LQ LWV SUHVHQW SODFHPHQW LQ
WKH +HEUHZ WH[W WKH 0LFDK GRFXPHQW VHHPV WR SOD\ D NLQG RI PHGLDWLQJ UROH
EHWZHHQ WKH -RQDK GRFXPHQW ZLWK LWV WHQGHQF\ WRZDUG RSHQQHVV WR WKH QDWLRQV³
WKH UHSHQWDQFH DQG IRUJLYHQHVV RI WKH 1LQHYLWHV³DQG WKH 1DKXP GRFXPHQW ZLWK
LWV KDUVK ZRUGV RI MXGJPHQW RYHU 1LQHYHK� ,W VHHPV WKDW 1LQHYHK DSSHDUV KHUH
DV D NLQG RI SDUDGLJP IRU WKH IXQGDPHQWDO DOWHUQDWLYHV EHIRUH ZKLFK WKH QDWLRQV
VWDQG� ,Q IDFW� WKH 0LFDK GRFXPHQW GLVWLQJXLVKHV EHWZHHQ QDWLRQV WKDW OLVWHQ
�0LFDK ���� DQG WKRVH WKDW GR QRW OLVWHQ DQG DUH WKHUHIRUH VXEMHFW WR MXGJPHQW
�0LFDK ������ 7KH SODFHPHQW RI WKH 0LFDK ZULWLQJ EHWZHHQ WKRVH WZR GRFXPHQWV
KDV DOVR OHIW WUDFHV WKDW FDQ EH GHPRQVWUDWHG E\ UHGDFWLRQ FULWLFLVP LQ 0LFDK ���
DQG 0LFDK ���²�� �VHH EHORZ��

7KH 6HSWXDJLQW’V GLIIHUHQW SODFHPHQW RI WKH 0LFDK GRFXPHQW ZLWKLQ WKH 'RGHN�
DSURSKHWRQ³QDPHO\� LQ WKLUG SODFH DIWHU +RVHD DQG $PRV³VHHPV DOVR WR KDYH LWV
UHDVRQV� )RU RQH WKLQJ� WKHUH LV WKH OHQJWK RI WKH 0LFDK GRFXPHQW� ZKLFK �H[FHSW
IRU =HFKDULDK� LV WKH ORQJHVW DPRQJ WKH 7ZHOYH DIWHU +RVHD DQG $PRV� %HVLGHV�
WKH FKURQRORJ\ JLYHQ LQ WKH VXSHUVFULSWLRQ WR WKH 0LFDK ZULWLQJ QDPHV 0LFDK DV
GLUHFW VXFFHVVRU WR $PRV� VRPHWKLQJ WKDW� E\ QR PHDQV OHDVW LPSRUWDQWO\ �DV ZLOO
EH VKRZQ�� ILQGV DQ HFKR LQ ODWHU SDUWV RI 0LFDK’V PHVVDJH WKDW DUH RQO\ FRPSUH�
KHQVLEOH WR VRPHRQH ZKR KDV SUHYLRXVO\ UHDG +RVHD DQG $PRV� ,W PD\ EH WKDW
WKLV UHIOHFWV DQ RULJLQDO RUGHULQJ RI WKH VHTXHQFH RI ZULWLQJV LQ WKH %RRN RI WKH
7ZHOYH DV LW ZDV GHYHORSLQJ� 7KH IDFW WKDW WKH -RQDK GRFXPHQW� LQ *’V RUGHULQJ�
DSSHDUV RQO\ DIWHU 0LFDK �DQG -RHO� PD\ OLNHZLVH EH GXH WR WKH FKURQRORJ\ RI WKH
ERRNV RI .LQJV� 7KXV� � .JV ���� PHQWLRQV D 0LFDLDK EHQ ,PODK ZKR DSSHDUHG LQ
WKH WLPH RI NLQJV $KDE RI ,VUDHO DQG -HKRVKDSKDW RI -XGDK� EXW WKH *UHHN YHUVLRQ
RI WKH 0LFDK GRFXPHQW VHHPV WR LGHQWLI\ WKDW SHUVRQ ZLWK WKH HLJKWK�FHQWXU\
SURSKHW 0LFDK IURP 0RUHVKHWK� ZKR ZRXOG DFFRUGLQJO\ KDYH EHHQ DFWLYH EHIRUH
-RQDK EHQ $PLWWDL� 6XFK LV LQGLFDWHG HYHQ E\ � .JV ������ ZKHUH WKH FDOO WR WKH
QDWLRQV WR OLVWHQ �0LFDK ���� LV IRXQG RQ WKH OLSV RI 0LFDLDK EHQ ,PODK� 0RUHRYHU�
E\ LWV PHQWLRQ RI D VSLULW WKDW FDXVHV OLHV WR EH VSRNHQ� 0LFDK ���� * DSSHDUV WR
EH DOOXGLQJ WR � .JV ����� �VHH EHORZ�� )LQDOO\� LW VHHPV WKDW EHFDXVH RI WKH WKHPH
RI ´1LQHYHKµ WKH -RQDK GRFXPHQW LV FORVH WR WKH 1DKXP ZULWLQJ� ZKLFK IROORZV LW
LQ *� WKDW VXJJHVWV D SDUDOOHOL]DWLRQ RI WKH WZR GRFXPHQWV� SHUKDSV ZLWK WKH JRDO
RI UHODWLYL]LQJ WKH YLHZ RI WKH -RQDK GRFXPHQW �ZKLFK VHHPV VR ZHOFRPLQJ WR WKH
QDWLRQV DV LOOXVWUDWHG E\ WKH VSDULQJ RI 1LQHYHK� E\ PHDQV RI <+:+’V MXGJPHQW
RQ 1LQHYHK WKDW� DFFRUGLQJ WR 1DKXP� KDSSHQV DIWHU DOO�
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7KH 'LYLVLRQ RI WKH 0LFDK 'RFXPHQW DQG WKH 6W\OH RI LWV &RQWHQWV ��

:KHWKHU IROORZLQJ WKH RUGHU RI WKH +HEUHZ RU WKH *UHHN %LEOH� WKH 0LFDK GRFX�
PHQW LQ DQ\ FDVH FRQWLQXHV WKH MXGJPHQW RQ WKH 1RUWKHUQ .LQJGRP WKDW HPHUJHG
LQ +RVHD DQG $PRV� LW QRZ HQFRPSDVVHV WKH 6RXWKHUQ .LQJGRP DV ZHOO DQG HQGV�
DIWHU WKH GHVWUXFWLRQ RI WKH VDQFWXDULHV RI WKH 1RUWKHUQ .LQJGRP� ZLWK WKH GHYDV�
WDWLRQ RI =LRQ �0LFDK ������ 1HYHUWKHOHVV� 0LFDK ���²� MX[WDSRVHV WKLV ZLWK D UH�
QHZDO RI =LRQ� ZKLFK ZLOO QRW RQO\ UHSODFH WKH PRVW LPSRUWDQW IRUPHU VDQFWXDU\
RI WKH 1RUWKHUQ .LQJGRP DW %HWKHO EXW ZLOO EHFRPH D QHZ 6LQDL IURP ZKLFK
LQVWUXFWLRQ ZLOO JR IRUWK IRU WKH QDWLRQV DV ZHOO �VHH EHORZ��

7KXV� ZLWKLQ WKH %RRN RI WKH 7ZHOYH� WKH 0LFDK GRFXPHQW FRQVWLWXWHV ERWK D
SUHOLPLQDU\ HQGLQJ WR WKH GUDPD RI <+:+’V MXGJPHQW RYHU KLV SHRSOH DQG D WXUQ�
LQJ SRLQW DQG QHZ EHJLQQLQJ IRU <+:+’V VDYLQJ DFWLRQ WKDW� DW WKH VDPH WLPH� LV
RSHQ WR WKH ZRUOG RI WKH QDWLRQV� 7KH VXEVHTXHQW ZULWLQJV DUH WKXV WR EH UHDG
DQG XQGHUVWRRG DOVR LQ WHUPV RI WKLV WKHRORJLFDO SUHPLVH ZKHQ WKH\ VSHDN HLWKHU
RI WKH ILQDO MXGJPHQW RQ WKH QDWLRQV �1DKXP� +DEDNNXN� =HSKDQLDK� RU RI WKH
UHQHZDO RI WKH FRPPXQLW\ RI <+:+ LQ -HUXVDOHP �+DJJDL� =HFKDULDK� 0DODFKL� DQG
WKH VDOYDWLRQ WKDW JRHV IRUWK IURP LW� ,Q WKDW VHQVH WKH 0LFDK GRFXPHQW FRQVWLWXWHV
D NLQG RI FHQWHU DQG QRGH SRLQW LQ WKH %RRN RI WKH 7ZHOYH 3URSKHWV�

The Division of the Micah Document and the Style of its
Contents

$ VXUYH\ RI WKH 0LFDK GRFXPHQW UHYHDOV YDULRXV PDUNHUV WKDW FDQ VHUYH DV DQFKRUV
IRU DQ RXWOLQH��� 7KHVH LQFOXGH WKH ´KHDU� \RX SHRSOHVµ LQ 0LFDK ���� ZKLFK KDV LWV
FRXQWHUSDUW LQ WKH UHIHUHQFH LQ 0LFDK ���� WR WKH QDWLRQV WKDW GR QRW OLVWHQ� 6LQFH
D VHFRQG FDOO WR OLVWHQ RFFXUV LQ 0LFDK ���� WKLV WLPH ZLWKRXW FRQFUHWH DGGUHVVHHV�
ZH PLJKW GLYLGH WKH 0LFDK GRFXPHQW LQWR WZR FRUUHVSRQGLQJ VHFWLRQV� ��� 0LFDK
���²���� DQG ��� 0LFDK ���²����� 7KH FRQWHQW RI ERWK VHFWLRQV LV PDGH XS RI PLV�
GHHGV� MXGJPHQW� DQG WKH UHQHZDO RI =LRQ� OLQNHG E\ GLIIHUHQW IDWHV IRU WKH QDWLRQV�
MXGJPHQW E\ RU FRQYHUVLRQ WR <+:+�

$ GLIIHUHQW GLYLVLRQ HPHUJHV LI ZH LQFOXGH WKH FDOOV WR OLVWHQ LQ 0LFDK ��� �DQG
����� 7KHQ WKH 0LFDK GRFXPHQW FDQ EH VXEGLYLGHG LQWR WKUHH SDUWV� ��� 0LFDK
���²����� ��� 0LFDK ���²����� ��� 0LFDK ���²�����

$ SULPDU\ IRFXV RQ WKH OHYHO RI FRQWHQW VXJJHVWV RWKHU SRVVLELOLWLHV IRU GLYLGLQJ
WKH 0LFDK GRFXPHQW� ,W DSSHDUV WKDW MXGJPHQW VD\LQJV DUH UHJXODUO\ DFFRPSDQLHG
E\ ZRUGV DERXW VDOYDWLRQ� &RQVLGHULQJ WKDW \LHOGV D WKUHHIROG GLYLVLRQ� ��� 0LFDK
���²����� FDODPLW\ �� 0LFDK ����²��� UHVFXH� ��� 0LFDK ���²��� FDODPLW\ �� 0LFDK
���²����� UHVFXH� ��� 0LFDK ���²��� ���²�� FDODPLW\ �� 0LFDK ���²��� UHVFXH� /LNHZLVH
WKH UHSHDWHG �WKUHH WLPHV� HFKRHV RI WKH LGHD RI D UHPQDQW FRXOG EH D GLYLVLRQ
PDUNHU� 7KXV 0LFDK ����� ���� DQG ���� VSHDN RI D ´UHPQDQWµ WKDW ZLOO EH WKH VHHG
RI IXWXUH VDOYDWLRQ�

)LQDOO\� ZH FRXOG DOVR UHJDUG WKH VWULNLQJ VKLIW DW 0LFDK ����²���� IURP WKH
GHYDVWDWLRQ RI =LRQ WR LWV HOHYDWLRQ DV WKH FHQWHU RI WKH HDUWK� DV WKH FHQWUDO

�� 0RVW UHFHQWO\ .HQQHWK +� &XIIH\� 7KH /LWHUDU\ &RKHUHQFH RI WKH %RRN RI 0LFDK� 5HPQDQW�
5HVWRUDWLRQ� DQG 3URPLVH �/RQGRQ DQG 1HZ <RUN� %ORRPVEXU\ 7&7 &ODUN� ������ KDV GH�
YRWHG DWWHQWLRQ WR WKLV TXHVWLRQ�

Outline of the
Micah docu-
ment
according to
formal criteria

Outline of the
Micah docu-
ment
according to
content
criteria
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Style and
arrangement

of the content

�� ,QWURGXFWLRQ WR WKH &RPPHQWDU\

GLYLVLRQ ZLWKLQ WKH 0LFDK GRFXPHQW �DQG LQ WKH %RRN RI WKH 7ZHOYH DV D ZKROH�
FI� WKH 0DVRUHWHV’ QRWH DW WKH HQG RI 0LFDK ������ DQG WKLV LQ WKH VHQVH RI D
WUDQVLWLRQ IURP FDODPLW\ WR XOWLPDWH VDOYDWLRQ�

7KHVH GLIIHUHQW SRVVLELOLWLHV IRU GLYLGLQJ WKH 0LFDK GRFXPHQW LQGLFDWH WKDW LW
SUREDEO\ ZDV QRW FRPSRVHG LQ D VLQJOH GUDIW� UDWKHU� YDULRXV KDQGV WRRN SDUW LQ
VKDSLQJ LW� ,Q WKH SURFHVV LW ZRXOG QRW KDYH EHHQ QHFHVVDU\ IRU FHUWDLQ DUUDQJH�
PHQWV� VXFK DV WKH VHTXHQFH RI FDODPLW\ DQG UHVFXH DQG WKH IUDPLQJ ZLWK WKH FDOO
WR WKH QDWLRQV� WR EH PXWXDOO\ H[FOXVLYH� 5DWKHU� WKH\ FRXOG H[SUHVV GLIIHUHQW DV�
SHFWV� VXFK DV WKH SHUVSHFWLYH RI =LRQ�,VUDHO WRZDUG VDOYDWLRQ DQG WKH DVVRFLDWHG
DQG \HW GLIIHUHQWLDWHG IDWH RI WKH QDWLRQV�

7KH VW\OH DQG DUUDQJHPHQW RI WKH FRQWHQW \LHOG VRPHWKLQJ OLNH WKH IROORZLQJ
SURJUHVVLRQ�

0LFDK ���²�� GHSLFWV D WKHRSKDQ\ RI <+:+ WKDW LV GLUHFWHG� DFFRUGLQJ WR WKH
VXSHUVFULSWLRQ LQ 0LFDK ���� DW 6DPDULD EXW WKDW WKUHDWHQV WR H[WHQG WR -XGDK DQG
-HUXVDOHP DV ZHOO �FI� 0LFDK ���� ����

0LFDK ���²��� LQ D ILUVW PRYH� QDPHV WKH VLQIXO EHKDYLRU RI WKH XSSHU FODVV
WKDW LV FDXVLQJ WURXEOH� WKH\ QRW RQO\ H[SORLW WKH SURSHUW\ RI WKH SHRSOH RI WKH
ODQG� ZKR DUH DW WKHLU PHUF\� EXW IRUELG DQ\ NLQG RI SURSKHWLF FULWLFLVP RI WKHLU
DFWLRQV DQG WUXVW LQ <+:+’V DSSDUHQWO\ XQFRQGLWLRQDO SURPLVH RI VDOYDWLRQ� 6XFK
SURSKHWV RI SURVSHULW\ DUH LQVWHDG SRUWUD\HG E\ 0LFDK DV OHDGLQJ WKH SHRSOH
DVWUD\� PRUHRYHU� WKH SHRSOH DUH HYLGHQWO\ KDSS\ WR EH VR OHG�

7KH ILUVW SURPLVH RI VDOYDWLRQ LQ 0LFDK ����²�� OLQNV WR WKH WKUHDW LQ 0LFDK
����� XQGHUVWRRG DV D SUHGLFWLRQ RI WKH H[LOH� LW SURPLVHV WKH UHWXUQ RI D UHPQDQW�
UHIHUULQJ WR <+:+’V IRUPHU VDYLQJ DFWV LQ WKH FRQWH[W RI WKH H[RGXV�

0LFDK ���²�� LQWHQVLILHV WKH SURSKHW’V DFFXVDWLRQV DQG WKH UHVXOWLQJ MXGJPHQW
RI <+:+� 1RZ WKH HYLOGRHUV RI 0LFDK � QRW RQO\ GHVSRLO WKRVH WKH\ DUH H[SORLWLQJ
RI WKHLU SURSHUW\ EXW HYHQ GHSULYH WKHP RI WKHLU YHU\ H[LVWHQFH� 3URSKHWV QRW RQO\
WHOO WKH SHRSOH ZKDW WKH\ ZDQW WR KHDU EXW H[SORLW WKHLU SURSKHWLF RIILFH WR HQULFK
WKHPVHOYHV DQG WR GDPDJH WKRVH ZKR GR QRW VXEPLW WR WKHP� <+:+’V DFWV RI
MXGJPHQW EHJLQ ZLWK WKHVH IDOVH SURSKHWV IURP ZKRP 0LFDK� DV D WUXH SURSKHW RI
<+:+� YHKHPHQWO\ GLVWDQFHV KLPVHOI� 7KH XWWHUO\ FRUUXSW DFWLRQV RI -XGDK’V XSSHU
FODVV� ZKLFK GHVHFUDWHV =LRQ� OHDG WR WKH GHYDVWDWLRQ RI 0RXQW =LRQ�

$V 0LFDK ����²�� MX[WDSRVHG D SURSKHF\ RI VDOYDWLRQ WR WKH WKUHDWHQLQJ ZRUGV
LQ 0LFDK ���� �XQGHUVWRRG DV D WKUHDW RI H[LOH�� VR 0LFDK ���²� IROORZV WKH GHYDVWD�
WLRQ RI =LRQ LQ 0LFDK ���� ZLWK WKH HOHYDWLRQ RI =LRQ WR EHFRPH WKH FHQWHU RI WKH
ZRUOG RI DOO QDWLRQV� 7KLV LV IROORZHG LQ 0LFDK ���²� ZLWK DQRWKHU SURPLVH RI
VDOYDWLRQ LQ WKH IRUP RI D JDWKHULQJ DQG UHVWRUDWLRQ RI WKH UHPQDQW RI -DFRE DQG
WKH HQGXULQJ UXOH RI <+:+�

7KDW LQ WXUQ LV FRQWUDVWHG� LQ 0LFDK ���²��� ZLWK WKH SLWLIXO SUHVHQW VWDWH RI
=LRQ� ZKLFK VXIIHUV DERYH DOO IURP WKH DEVHQFH RI D NLQJ� RU RI UR\DO UXOH� DQG LV
RSSUHVVHG E\ WKH QDWLRQV�

0LFDK � OLQNV WKH UHWXUQ RI UR\DO UXOH LQ YDULRXV IRUPV �UHQHZDO RI LQGLYLGXDO
NLQJVKLS LQ 0LFDK ���²�� NLQJVKLS RI WKH UHPQDQW RI -DFRE LQ WKH PLGVW RI WKH
QDWLRQV LQ 0LFDK ���²�� WR D ILQDO SXULI\LQJ MXGJPHQW RI =LRQ LQ 0LFDK ���²�� DQG
MXGJPHQW RQ WKH QDWLRQV WKDW DUH XQZLOOLQJ WR OLVWHQ LQ 0LFDK �����

0LFDK � VHWV <+:+’V VDYLQJ DFWV LQ WKH SDVW �0LFDK ���²�� RYHU DJDLQVW ,VUDHO’V
PLVEHKDYLRU �0LFDK ���²��� DQG IRUPXODWHV <+:+’V H[SHFWDWLRQV RI HDFK LQGLYLGXDO
LQ ,VUDHO DQG WKH QDWLRQV �0LFDK ���²���
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7KH 2ULJLQV RI WKH 0LFDK 'RFXPHQW ��

)LQDOO\� LQ 0LFDK ���²�� WKH VWDUWLQJ SRLQW LV WUXVW LQ <+:+� ZKLFK WKH SURSKHW
H[HPSOLILHV LQ YLHZ RI WKH RYHUDOO FKDRV LQ VRFLHW\� ,WV DFFHSWDQFH E\ =LRQ� ZKLFK
DW WKH VDPH WLPH DGPLWV LWV JXLOW� OHDGV WR WKH IDOO RI LWV HQHP\ �FDOOHG ´VKHµ� RU
WKH FRQYHUVLRQ RI WKH QDWLRQV WR <+:+�

7KH 0LFDK GRFXPHQW HQGV LQ 0LFDK ����²�� ZLWK D K\PQLF FRQFOXVLRQ WKDW
VWUHVVHV <+:+’V ILGHOLW\ DQG UHDGLQHVV WR VZHDU XQVZHUYLQJ OR\DOW\� 7KXV WKH GUDPD
RI WKH 0LFDK GRFXPHQW OHDGV WR D JRRG HQGLQJ�

7KHUH DUH� LQ IDFW� WHQGHQFLHV LQ UHFHQW VFKRODUVKLS WR SRLQW RXW GUDPDWLF
HOHPHQWV LQ WKH 0LFDK GRFXPHQW��� $IWHU ZKDW KDV MXVW EHHQ VDLG� RQH VKRXOG
DYRLG YLHZLQJ WKH 0LFDK GRFXPHQW DV D VROLWDU\ XQLW� EXW VKRXOG VHH LW LQVWHDG DV
ERWK D SUHOLPLQDU\ FRQFOXVLRQ DQG D FOLPD[ WR WKH SUHFHGLQJ ERRNV RI +RVHD DQG
$PRV DQG DOVR DV D PDUNHG SRLQW RI SDVVDJH WR WKH ZULWLQJV LQ WKH %RRN RI WKH
7ZHOYH WKDW IROORZ� 7KXV� DV D ZKROH� ZKDW ZH DUH GHDOLQJ ZLWK LQ WKH 0LFDK
GRFXPHQW³LQ YLHZ RI WKH ZKROH FROOHFWLRQ RI ERRNV³LV DQ LPSRUWDQW VHJPHQW RI
WKH JUHDW GUDPD LQYROYLQJ =LRQ� ,VUDHO� DQG WKH QDWLRQV���

Diachronic Analysis

The Origins of the Micah Document

$ UHYLHZ RI WKH 0LFDK GRFXPHQW UHYHDOV D ZKROH VHULHV RI IUDFWXUHV DQG LQFRQVLVW�
HQFLHV LQ WKH FRQWHQW� $ FODVVLF H[DPSOH LV 0LFDK ����²��� ZKLFK KDV EHHQ DQG
LV UHDG YHU\ GLIIHUHQWO\ WKURXJKRXW WKH KLVWRU\ RI VFKRODUVKLS DQG DOVR LQ WKH
LQWHUSUHWDWLRQ RI *� 5HDGLQJV YDU\ EHWZHHQ D VDYLQJ ZRUG IURP WKH OLSV RI 0LFDK
RU³LQ FRQWUDVW WR KLV SUHFHGLQJ ZRUGV RI ZDUQLQJ LQ 0LFDK ���²��³D VDYLQJ ZRUG
RQ WKH OLSV RI KLV RSSRQHQWV� ZKR VSHDN WR WKH SHRSOH LQ LPLWDWLRQ RI WKH ZRUGV
LQ 0LFDK ����� RU HOVH LW LV UHDG DV D ZRUG RI ZDUQLQJ LQ FRQWLQXDWLRQ RI 0LFDK’V
SURFODPDWLRQ RI MXGJPHQW� 7KHUHIRUH� GHSHQGLQJ RQ RQH’V LQWHUSUHWDWLRQ� 0LFDK
����²�� FDQ EH VHHQ HLWKHU DV DQ LQWHJUDO SDUW RI WKH SURSKHW’V RULJLQDO PHVVDJH
RU DV D ODWHU H[SDQVLRQ� /LNHZLVH� WKH GLIIHUHQW SRVVLELOLWLHV IRU LQWHUSUHWLQJ WKH
0LFDK GRFXPHQW� OLVWHG DERYH� SRLQW WR D OLWHUDU\ KLVWRU\ RI WKH ERRN WKDW SUREDEO\
PRYHG WKURXJK VHYHUDO VWDJHV� 6LQFH WKH YDULRXV VHFWLRQV RI WKLV FRPPHQWDU\ ZLOO
XQGHUWDNH D GHWDLOHG OLWHUDU\� DQG UHGDFWLRQ�FULWLFDO H[DPLQDWLRQ RI WKH 0LFDK
GRFXPHQW LW ZLOO VXIILFH KHUH WR VNHWFK WKH EDVLF OLQHV RI WKH 0LFDK GRFXPHQW’V
RULJLQV� 2QH LPSRUWDQW LQVLJKW IURP WKH KLVWRU\ RI UHVHDUFK LV WKDW WKH 0LFDK

�� &I� HVSHFLDOO\ WKH FRPPHQWDU\ E\ +HOPXW 8W]VFKQHLGHU� 0LFKD >=üULFK� 7KHRORJLVFKHU
9HUODJ� ����]� DQG KLV PRQRJUDSK� 0LFKDV 5HLVH GXUFK GLH ZHLW� 6WXGLHQ ]XP 'UDPD DOV
*HQUH GHU SURSKHWLVFKHQ /LWHUDWXU GHV $OWHQ 7HVWDPHQWHV �6WXWWJDUW� .DWKROLVFKHV %LEHOZHUN�
������

�� )RU PRUH GHWDLO� FI� %XUNDUG 0� =DSII� ´7KH %RRN RI 0LFDK³WKH 7KHRORJLFDO &HQWHU RI
WKH %RRN RI WKH 7ZHOYH?µ LQ 5DLQHU $OEHUW]� -DPHV '� 1RJDOVNL� DQG -DNRE :öKUOH� HGV��
3HUVSHFWLYHV RQ WKH )RUPDWLRQ RI WKH %RRN RI WKH 7ZHOYH� 0HWKRGRORJLFDO )RXQGDWLRQV� 5HGDF�
WLRQDO 3URFHVVHV� +LVWRULFDO ,QVLJKWV� %=$: ��� �%HUOLQ DQG %RVWRQ� :DOWHU GH *UX\WHU�
������ ���²���
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�� ,QWURGXFWLRQ WR WKH &RPPHQWDU\

GRFXPHQW FRQWDLQV D QXPEHU RI WH[WV ZKRVH PRWLIV DQG VHPDQWLFV UHYHDO IHDWXUHV
DVVRFLDWHG ZLWK H[LOLF DQG SRVWH[LOLF WH[WV� 2Q WKH EDVLV RI VXFK REVHUYDWLRQV 6WDGH
SURSRVHG WKDW DXWKHQWLF WH[WV WKDW FRXOG EH DWWULEXWHG WR WKH HLJKWK�FHQWXU\
SURSKHW 0LFDK DUH WR EH IRXQG RQO\ LQ 0LFDK �²� �VHH DERYH�� 0LFDK ���� VHHPV
WR RIIHU D IRXQGDWLRQ IRU WKLV REVHUYDWLRQ� WKHUH� 0LFDK LV XQTXHVWLRQDEO\ FKDUDF�
WHUL]HG DV D SURSKHW RI MXGJPHQW� DQG WKLV LV HYLGHQW IURP D VXSSRVHGO\ DXWKHQWLF
TXRWDWLRQ LQ -HUHPLDK ������ ,Q FRQWUDVW� 0LFDK � DQG � DUH H[LOLF RU SRVWH[LOLF
DGGLWLRQV FRUUHVSRQGLQJ WR WH[WV LQ WKH ERRN RI ,VDLDK� )LQDOO\� 0LFDK �²� DUH VHHQ
DV D VHSDUDWH HQWLW\ WKDW PD\ RULJLQDOO\ KDYH EHHQ LQGHSHQGHQW RI WKH 0LFDK
GRFXPHQW� LW LV VRPHWLPHV DWWULEXWHG WR D ´'HXWHUR�0LFDKµ IURP WKH 1RUWKHUQ
.LQJGRP�

+RZHYHU� D FORVHU H[DPLQDWLRQ VKRZV WKDW ODUJH SDUWV RI 0LFDK �²� SUHVXSSRVH
D UHDGLQJ RI WKH +RVHD DQG $PRV GRFXPHQWV� ,Q DGGLWLRQ� WKH VHSDUDWLRQ EHWZHHQ
0LFDK ���� DQG 0LFDK ���²� LV QRW DV UDGLFDO DV RQH PLJKW VXSSRVH DW ILUVW JODQFH�
7KHUH DUH DOVR UHIHUHQFHV WR +RVHD DQG $PRV LQ 0LFDK ��� DQG ���� ,Q WXUQ� ,VDLDQ
WKHRORJ\ LV WR EH IRXQG QRW RQO\ LQ 0LFDK � DQG � EXW DOVR LQ 0LFDK �²� DQG �� ,Q
0LFDK� �²� WKHVH UHIHUHQFHV DUH DOVR LQH[WULFDEO\ ERXQG XS ZLWK UHIHUHQFHV WR
+RVHD DQG $PRV� )LQDOO\� DV ZH KDYH VDLG� 0LFDK � DQG � UHYHDO D VHULHV RI FRUUH�
VSRQGHQFHV ZLWK WKH SUHFHGLQJ -RQDK GRFXPHQW DQG WKH VXEVHTXHQW 1DKXP GRFX�
PHQW� 2QO\ 0LFDK ���� ��²��
 FRQVWLWXWHV D KLJKO\ LQGHSHQGHQW HQWLW\ ZLWKLQ WKH
0LFDK GRFXPHQW DQG UHYHDOV QR FRQWDFWV ZLWK RU NQRZOHGJH RI WKH ZULWLQJV MXVW
QDPHG� ,I ZH WDNH WKHVH FRQWDFWV DV WKH EDVLV IRU D UHGDFWLRQ�FULWLFDO PRGHO ZH
FDQ UHFRJQL]H WKH IROORZLQJ OLQH RI GHYHORSPHQW�

Stage I: Starting Point of the Micah Document – The Poem of
the Cities

7KH VWDUWLQJ SRLQW IRU WKH 0LFDK GRFXPHQW VHHPV WR KDYH EHHQ VRPH LQGLYLGXDO
VD\LQJV RI 0LFDK� 7KHVH DUH IRXQG SULPDULO\ LQ WKH SRHP RI WKH FLWLHV LQ 0LFDK
���� ��²��
� ZKLFK HYLGHQWO\ GHVFULEHV DQ $VV\ULDQ DWWDFN RQ FLWLHV LQ WKH KLOO
FRXQWU\ ZLWK -HUXVDOHP DV LWV JRDO� $W PRVW WKHUH LV D GLVWDQW VLPLODULW\ LQ IRUP
DQG FRQWHQW WR ,VDLDK �����²��� ,Q DGGLWLRQ� VRPH VRFLDO�FULWLFDO VD\LQJV� HVSHFLDOO\
LQ 0LFDK � DQG �� VHHP WR EH WUDFHDEOH WR WKH HLJKWK�FHQWXU\ SURSKHW� EXW LQ WKHLU
SUHVHQW IRUP WKH\ KDYH HLWKHU EHHQ FRPSOHWHO\ ZRUNHG LQWR WKHLU FRQWH[W DQG
DXJPHQWHG ZLWK UHIHUHQFHV WR +RVHD DQG $PRV DQG�RU DVVRFLDWHG ZLWK VLPLODU
VD\LQJV IURP ,VDLDK� 7KHVH IHZ IUDJPHQWV VXJJHVW WKDW WKHUH ZDV QR 0LFDK GRFX�
PHQW LQ WKH VWULFW VHQVH RI WKH ZRUG IURP WKH HLJKWK FHQWXU\ %&( EXW PHUHO\�
EHVLGHV WKH SRHP RI WKH FLWLHV� D IHZ PRUH RU OHVV EULHI VHQWHQFHV IURP WKH KLVWRUL�
FDO 0LFDK WKDW KDYH EHHQ SDVVHG GRZQ�

Stage II: The Origins of the Micah Document in the Context of
a Book of Several Prophets

,Q P\ RSLQLRQ WKHUH ZDV� IURP WKH RXWVHW� D 0LFDK GRFXPHQW WKDW ZDV WKH EDVLV
IRU WKH FXUUHQW RQH� RULJLQDWLQJ LQ WKH FRQWH[W RI WKH ZULWLQJV RI +RVHD DQG $PRV
ZLWK WKH JRDO RI H[WHQGLQJ WKHLU PHVVDJH RI MXGJPHQW WR WKH 6RXWKHUQ .LQJGRP
EXW QRW VWRSSLQJ WKHUH� ,QVWHDG LW GHYHORSHG D SURVSHFW RI VDOYDWLRQ IRU =LRQ DW
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7KH 3HUVRQ DQG +LVWRULFDO %DFNJURXQG RI 0LFDK DQG WKH 0LFDK 'RFXPHQW ��

WKH VDPH WLPH� 6LPXOWDQHRXVO\� 0LFDK³EDVHG RQ LWV GDWLQJ WR WKH HLJKWK FHQWXU\
%&(³ZDV DFFHSWHG DQG VW\OHG DV WKH ZRUN RI D FRQWHPSRUDU\ FROOHDJXH RI ,VDLDK�
7KDW� LQ WXUQ� PHDQV WKDW WKHUH QHYHU ZDV D 0LFDK GRFXPHQW ODFNLQJ 0LFDK ���²��
� DQG ���²��� WKH WZR WH[WV OLQNHG E\ ,VDLDK ���²�� �²�� 6LQFH 0LFDK ���²�� WHVWLILHV
DOVR WR WKH FRQQHFWLRQ ZLWK +RVHD DQG $PRV DQG WKH WUDQVIHU RI WKH VLQV RI WKH
1RUWKHUQ .LQJGRP WR WKH 6RXWKHUQ �DFFRUGLQJ WR 0LFDK ����� LW VHHPV WKDW WKRVH
FKDSWHUV ZHUH DOVR SDUW RI WKH RULJLQDO FRQWHQW RI WKDW 0LFDK GRFXPHQW� (YLGHQWO\
LW RULJLQDOO\ FRQWDLQHG 0LFDK ���� �²��
� ���²��
� ���²��� �²�
� ���²���

$ XQLTXH HGLWLQJ LQ 0LFDK ���� ���²�� OLQNLQJ WR 0LFDK ���� LV GHYRWHG WR WKH
WKHPH RI ´NLQJVKLSµ DQG WKXV DQWLFLSDWHV D KXPDQ ILJXUH ZKR ZLOO IXQFWLRQ DV
YLFDU RI <+:+’V UR\DO UXOH�

Stage III: The Micah Document between Jonah and Nahum

$QRWKHU FRPSUHKHQVLYH H[SDQVLRQ UHODWHV WKH 0LFDK GRFXPHQW WR WKRVH RI -RQDK
DQG 1DKXP� LW VSHDNV RI WKH UHWXUQ RI WKH 'LDVSRUD DQG GHVFULEHV WKH IXWXUH
UHODWLRQVKLS WR WKH QDWLRQV LQ UR\DO WHUPLQRORJ\ VR WKDW LW LV RQO\ WKH UHPQDQW RI
-DFRE� LQ FROOHFWLYH IRUP� WKDW DVVXPHV WKH SODFH RI WKH UXOHU LQ 0LFDK ��� �FI�
0LFDK ���²��� $ MXGJPHQW RQ WKH GLVREHGLHQW QDWLRQV LQ 0LFDK ���� OLQNV ZLWK D
FRQYHUVLRQ RI WKH QDWLRQV DQG WKH IDOO RI =LRQ’V HQHPLHV� 7KLV� LQ WXUQ� SUHSDUHV
IRU WKH WKHPH RI WKH 1DKXP GRFXPHQW WKDW IROORZV� ZKLOH WKH WKHPHV RI WKH -RQDK
GRFXPHQW DUH IRXQG QRW RQO\ LQ WKH FRQYHUVLRQ RI WKH QDWLRQV LQ 0LFDK ���� EXW
DOVR LQ WKH VXEPHUVLRQ RI WKH VLQV RI WKH UHPQDQW RI -DFRE �UDWKHU WKDQ WKH SURSK�
HW� LQ WKH GHSWKV RI WKH VHD� 7KLV FRQWLQXLQJ OHYHO LQFOXGHV 0LFDK ���� ����²���
���²�� ���²��
� ���²�� �� ��� ���²���

7KH WKUHH VWDJHV VR EULHIO\ VNHWFKHG KHUH REYLRXVO\ GR QRW H[FOXGH LVRODWHG
DGGLWLRQV DQG FRQWLQXDWLRQV RI WKH 0LFDK GRFXPHQW�

The Person and Historical Background of Micah and the
Micah Document

)LUVW RI DOO� ZH PXVW GUDZ D IXQGDPHQWDO GLVWLQFWLRQ EHWZHHQ WKH SURSKHW 0LFDK
IURP WKH HLJKWK FHQWXU\ %&(� WR ZKRP WKH VXSHUVFULSWLRQ RI WKH 0LFDK GRFXPHQW
DWWULEXWHV LWV FRPSRVLWLRQ� DQG WKH ILJXUH DQG PHVVDJH RI WKH SURSKHW DV ZH FDQ
GHULYH WKHP IURP WKH WH[WV RI WRGD\’V FDQRQLFDO 0LFDK� $V ZH KDYH VKRZQ� WKLV LV
WKH IUXLW RI D ORQJ SURFHVV RI FRQWLQXDWLRQ DQG LQWHUSUHWDWLRQ WKDW HVVHQWLDOO\ FDPH
WR DQ HQG RQO\ ZLWK WKH FRPSOHWLRQ RI WKH %RRN RI WKH 7ZHOYH 3URSKHWV DQG LWV
FDQRQL]DWLRQ LQ WKH +HEUHZ %LEOH� ,W HYHQ H[SHULHQFHG D FRQWLQXDWLRQ LQ WKH DQ�
FLHQW WUDQVODWLRQV RI WKH 6HSWXDJLQW DQG WKH 3HVKLWWD� 1HLWKHU RI WKH ODWWHU FDQ EH
XQGHUVWRRG VLPSO\ DV WUDQVODWLRQV LQ WKH PRGHUQ VHQVH� WKH\ HDFK FRPELQH WKH
SURFHVV RI WUDQVODWLRQ ZLWK WKH DSSOLFDWLRQ RI WKHLU RZQ LQGLYLGXDO LQWHUSUHWLYH
YLHZSRLQW� 7R WKDW H[WHQW WKH YDULRXV IRUPV RI WKH 0LFDK GRFXPHQW RQO\ DOORZ
YHU\ OLPLWHG FRQFOXVLRQV DERXW WKH SURFODPDWLRQV RI WKH SURSKHW 0LFDK IURP WKH
HLJKWK FHQWXU\ %&(�

7KH SHULRG GHVLJQDWHG IRU 0LFDK’V SUHDFKLQJ LQ WKH VXSHUVFULSWLRQ HQFRPSDVV�
HV DSSUR[LPDWHO\ WKH SHULRG EHWZHHQ ��� DQG ��� %&(� RU DERXW ILIW\ \HDUV� 6LQFH�

Period of
Micah’s
preaching
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